	TECHNIQUE AND DEFINITION 
	VIDEO ACTIVITIES

	a.

Show students only part of the video and have them construct the rest
	1. Write the beginning: Ss see the end of a story then write the story to say how the character arrived at the point they saw. Then show the story and they compare.

2. Fill the gap: Show Ss beginning of a story, forward the tape a minute and show more. Compare similarities and differences between the two scenes. Ss construct the missing minute, then watch the whole story to compare.

3. Post-sequencing: After showing the video, give Ss 10 jumbled sentences or dialogue turns and have them sequence them from memory.

4. Paraphrasing: Ss convert the dialogue and action into a report. They can then present it as part of a news program.

5. Dialogue fill-in: Transcribe 10 to 15 lines of dialogue between two characters. Leave out one character’s lines. In pairs, Ss complete the dialogue, then practice and perform it for the class. Show video for Ss to compare their versions.

	b. 

Show the video without sound and elicit from Ss what is happening (this should be a short sequence)
	6. What are they saying: Discuss the action and characters to determine what the conversation is about and to guess what might be said.

7. What do you see: Identify and describe objects and characters (same as 14 below).

8. What’s happening: Play a little, Ss describe the action; play a little more, Ss describe. The picture and the action aid Ss’ comprehension until they are ready for the sound.

9. Identify the character: Write 3 characters, situations and locations on the board. Ss watch the video and identify which one the video is about.

10. Descriptive commentary: Ss tell the story they see or write a dialogue for it.

11. Dialogue matching: Prepares a list of 3 to 5 characters and a second list with 8 to 10 lines of jumbled dialogue. Show sequence. Ss work in pairs to order a dialogue and match it with the character who said it. Play with sound up and Ss check their work.

	c. 

Periodically pause the video for language study purposes
	12. Listen and say: Pause tape for s to repeat specific utterances.

13. Where are they: Pause video at well-known landmarks for Ss to identify.

14. What do you see: Pause video for Ss to describe picture or to introduce new vocabulary items pictured.

15. Line by line: Pause video at the beginning of each character’s speech turn for Ss to provide dialogue and then give immediate feedback by playing tape.

16. Relation rotation: Show clip with a lot of action. Pause video 5 to 7 times for Ss to write one sentence about what happened each time. Seat Ss in a circle with their versions, assign alternately A and B to each student. A’s tell B’s their versions, B’s report back any differences. Each a stands and takes the seat of the A to his/her left. Their new partner tells their version and the A’s report differences. Rotate several times giving Ss less and less time to tell their version. Whole class discusses points of disagreement then views again to check.

17. Charting the news: Give Ss list of types of news (foreign, national, local, accidents, arts, et….) Show part or all of a TV news program containing stories that fall under the categories in the list. Ss write down most appropriate heading for each story they hear in each type of news. Ss compare answers. Show tape again, pausing after each story for discussion.

18. Sportswatch: same as 17 only list world include different headings: What sport? Where? Who competed? Who won? What was the score or time? Have Ss write summaries.

	d.

 Have Ss act out the exact words of the dialogue with gestures, expressions, eye contact, etc.

Shown in the video or have Ss improvise scenes using their own words and gestures
	19. Your turn: Ss view a scene twice and study the situation. Divide them into groups composed of the same number of characters as are in the scene (i.e., 3 to a group if there were 3 characters in the scene). Give Ss time to rehearse the same situation using their own words, actions, and gestures.

20. What’s my gender: Ss act out a scene from the video but with the male characters as females and the female characters as males (for intermediate/advanced).

21. Where am I: Ss act out the scene but in a different place, at a different time of year, or even in a different era.

22. Star struck: Show a video clip of a famous person worth interviewing. In groups Ss write their own interviews. Ss then take turns interviewing each other, posing either as the celebrity or as a reporter.

23. Live action take: Film the Ss acting out a scene and play it back for them to compare to the original.

	e.

Focus Ss attention on the non-verbal ways of expression shown: facial expressions, gesture, posture, dress, physical contact, proximity, etc.
	24. What’s the difference: Focus Ss on one or two examples of behavior (e.g. greetings). Who are the people? Where are they? What is their relationship? What do they say? How does this compare to a similar situation in Ss culture?

25. Copy cat: Ss watch video without sound and remember one character’s gestures, then they demonstrate those gestures and suggest possible meanings. Other Ss guess which character they are mimicking.

26. What if: Discuss how a character’s behavior would change if the relationship between them were different (i.e. both women, one much older, father and son….)

	f.

Stop the video and elicit what happens or is said next


	27. What will you see: Teach 5 to 6 new words that will be seen in the video plus 1 to 2 distractors not in the video. Ss predict which word will be used in the video and watch to verify their predictions.

28. What’s the product: Show a commercial but stop before the product is revealed. Ss volunteer their guesses as to what the product might be and support their guesses with what they saw and heard.

29. What’s it about: Ss predict the video topic from its title.

30. Predict the end: Stop the video before it’s over. Ss write the end, then watch and compare endings.

31. Guess the title: Ss watch video sequence, decide on an appropriate title and an explanation why, and then compare theirs with the real one.

32. Write the dialogue: Dictate the story synopsis (e.g. A woman once loved a man. She hadn’t seen him for a long time. One evening in a bar she asks the pianist to play their favorite song. Her former lover suddenly walks in.) Ss write the dialogue of the scene, choose a title, then co0mpare theirs with the video sequence.

33. Five Ws and an H: Show a reporter introducing a news report and make sure Ss understand the topic. Have Ss write questions they would like to have answered by the report. Play the video so they can check their accuracy.

34. Pre-sequencing: Give Ss 10 jumbled sentences or dialogue turns and have them sequence them. Play the video so they can check their accuracy.

35. Summary completion: Give Ss a cloze synopsis of the sequence they will see. Ss read and predict the possible missing words. Compare to each other and then video.

36. Play with idioms: Give Ss a transcript with about 10 idioms deleted. Give Ss a worksheet of the 10 idioms for them to match to a list of meanings. Ss match the idioms to the gaps in the transcript then view the video to check their predictions.

	g.

Focus Ss on the thoughts and emotions of the characters and their relation to what is said (thoughts and emotions should not necessarily match)
	37. How do they feel: Teach words describing emotion. Ss watch video with it paused at certain points and say how the speaker is feeling, giving reasons for their choice.

38. What are they thinking: Select video where what the character says is different from what he/she really thinks (e.g. polite speaker, unpleasant thought). Ss watch and say the words they think are in the speaker’s mind.

39. How would you feel: Ss watch a scene and describe how the people feel, then discuss how they would feel in a similar situation.

40. Inner monologues: Focus Ss attention on one character in a scene. Ss write a monologue revealing what the character thinks and feels about his predicament.

	h. 

Show Ss the video with sound only (no picture)
	41. Voice description: Ss listen to a voice and describe the speaker’s personality and appearance using their imagination and experience to attribute physical characteristics to the speaker. This can also be done to describe the setting and action.

42. Draw what you hear: Ss draw the person or thing they hear and then describe their drawing to the class. Ss compare their drawings to the screen and see who came closest.

43. What is it: Play a part of the video where something is being described but not named. Ss identify what is being described.

44. Jumbled dialogue: Give small groups of Ss a set of index cards with each dialogue turn written on individual cards. Ss work together as they listen to sequence the dialogue.

	i.

Have half the Ss watch the video and half listen to it.
	45. Role-plays and simulations: Have Ss take on roles relevant to the topic of the video (e.g. detectives for listeners and witnesses for the viewers if using crime sequences or people in positions of power for decision-making sequences). Ss help each other solve a crime or reach a decision/find a solution through playing their parts.

46. Pyramid retelling: In pairs, Ss decide together what they saw or heard. Pairs form groups of four and compare their versions (depending on size of class teacher may with to join groups). Ss share their versions with the class and view sequence again to see which group was most accurate.

47. Reconstruct the scene: Half the Ss listen to story on cassettes in another room while the other half view the video without sound. Ss are then paired (one viewer and one listener) and attempt to reconstruct the story (requires a dramatic story line).

	j. 

Focus Ss’ attention on the differences and similarities with their and the other culture.
	48. Cultural discussion: Present a video showing aspects of English language culture and discuss it in relation to the same in the home culture.

49. Similarities and differences: As Ss watch the video, have them list three similarities and/or differences between culture illustrated in the video and the native culture. Lists can provide material for class discussion and vocabulary development.

50. Brainstorm: Elicit words or phrases associated with a particular cultural topic and write them on the board, making sure Ss understand them. Ss watch the video on the topic and say how many of their words and phrases occur in the video. List any other words that come up.


