TEACHING PRONUNCIATON BRAINSTORM

What techniques or approaches do you use to teach these aspects of Pronunciation?

· Vowel sounds

· Consonant Clusters (e.g. asks, lists, breakfast)

· Word Stress  (e.g. economy, football)

· Sentence stress

· Strong and weak forms

· Connected speech 

· Linking (e.g. go_ away, lef/t_out)

· Deletion (e.g. blind man)

· Assimilation (e.g. good boy)

· Palatalisation (e.g. Do you…? /dzu….?/)

· Intonation
TEACHING PRONUNCIATON…OUR IDEAS!

What techniques or approaches do you use to teach these aspects of Pronunciation?

· Vowel sounds

· Draw face chart showing position of tongue, teeth and lips. 

· Physically show student position of tongue or lips.

· Use tricks like “smile” for the /I:/ sound of “feet”.

· Get the student to pronounce a similar sound in Chinese then guide them as they move the tongue (up, down, back or forward) until they hit the correct sound in English.

· Consonant Clusters (e.g. asks, lists, breakfast)

· Tell students the rules, if there are any.

· Identify key groups of words; such as present simple and simple past tense, that frequently have consonant clusters.

· Use tongue twisters.

· Highlight that many clusters disappear in connected speech and so are not that important. E.g. “asks” is usually pronounced “asss”.   

· Word Stress  (e.g. economy, football)

· Use bubbles over the words to show stress and have Ss categorise vocabulary in the correct bubble formation.

· Do listening comprehension and have Ss only focus on stressed words.  They can then figure out the stress from the script.

· If a word has say, three syllables, have 3 Ss stand in a line and each S says a syllable of the word and the S with the stressed one has to shout or clap his hands.

· Sentence stress

· Highlight how meaning changes by emphasising different words.

· Strong and weak forms

· Teach the concept of the schwa and where it is most used. 

· Teach the most commonly used words that have weak forms (to, for, from, was, have, etc…)

· If a phrase has say, three words, have 3 Ss stand in a line and each S says a word and the S with the weak form word has to whisper it / reduce it, whilst the student after him/her must shout and stress their word.

· Connected speech 

· Linking (e.g. go_ away, lef/t_out)

· Deletion (e.g. blind man)

· Assimilation (e.g. good boy)

· Palatalisation (e.g. Do you…? /dzu….?/)

For ideas on all of these see TEACHING PRONUNCIATION, by Marianne Celce-Murcia, Donna Brinton and Janet Goodwin, printed and available in China. 

· Intonation
· Show that English has tones just like Chinese. We have rising, falling and falling rising (at least). On single words these can change the meaning (such as rising tone making a question). However, we often use tones over whole sentences (making INTONATION), not just on single words as Chinese does.

· The teacher can hum simple sentences (maybe ones already studied) and Ss guess what the teacher could be saying. 

· Practice listening as much and as wisely as possible to natural English speech.  Get some “Yu Gan”!!
