Web Sites for Lesson Planning

20 September, 2004
Although the internet has become an indispensable tool for people of all professions, it can take quite a bit of time to find genuinely useful information due to the vast scope of materials available. For this reason we have put together a list of web sites geared toward lesson planning. This will save educators much time when looking for lesson plan models, ideas, and prepared materials.

FOR TEACHERS:
Title: Lesson Plan Factory         

URL: http://www.lessonfactory.com/
This site is supported by a fund raising company called the Funding Factory. There are two ways to search this site either by subject or grade level. The site also provides a template when adding lesson plans. It has accented the critical parts of the lesson plan that have to be included when submitting your lesson plan. Upon selecting a lesson plan by subject you are then linked to sub topics from which you can select a lesson plan by grade. This site also provides a chat room for discussions on teaching subjects, and fund raising ideas. The site promises no pop-ups or banners. It is fairly easy to traverse.

Title: A to Z Teacher Stuff 

URL: http://atozteacherstuff.com/
This site is geared to helping teachers. It does provide a lesson plan section by subjects. It also offers other useful links to teacher tips, and themes and other teacher sites. This site also offers a link for teachers to add lesson plans. The template does not offer a section for assessment or evaluation. This site appears to be supported by advertisements. It also offers links to current articles to make teachers more effective.

 

Title: Lesson Plan Central

 

URL: http://lessonplancentral.com/
 

This site allows you to select lesson plans by subject, then it links you to the available selection of sub topics. It also offers a connection for kids.

  

 Title:  Lesson Plans Page

URL: http://www.lessonplanspage.com/
You will find subject area links in the center of the page. They are also links to seasonal lesson plans. If one of these links is selected, you will be transported to a page where you may choose an age or grade level. There are links to special interests.  Here you will find information regarding teaching positions, educational resources and teacher discussions. The bottom of the homepage has information about other lesson plan websites.  This site has a large number of lessons for grades K – 8, but the high school lessons are well designed.

 

FOR KIDS:

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/Road to Read/part1.html
How most children learn to read: an informative and concise overview with practical tips for teachers.

http://esl.about.com/cs/listeningresource/  - Great links, you and your students will be spoilt for choice! Many need real player.

www.bogglesworld.com   -crosswords, flashcards, great one for the kids!

www.kidscom.com   - for the kids, obviously!

 

FOR BUSINESS:

 

www.businessballs.com   - Not an EFL site and fantastic for Business English resources. Thanks to Marcus Yoseffa for this one. 

 

FOR OUR STUDENTS:

http://a4esl.org   - a host of activities to refer students to.
FOR GAMES:

http://www.eslgames.com
Games, song searches for lyrics, and cartoons for teachers

http://www.puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/crisscrosssetupform.html
This site makes about ten different types of puzzles quickly and easily. ‘Criss-cross puzzle’ creates crosswords from clues and answers which you provide. ‘Letter tiles’ scrambles a word or phrase for students to work out. ‘Word search’ embeds vocabulary items of your choice in a word square – great for low-level classes.

 

GENERAL:
http://www.daveseslcafe.com - Of course!!!

 

www.onestopenglish.com - One of the best and most comprehensive out there.

http://www.teaching ideas.co.uk 
Teaching Ideas. A place to find ideas, lessons, and resources for every subject. Be sure to look at the educational links section.

 

 http://www.teachernet.gov.uk
Teacher Net. A collection of links and websites to provide all round assistance for teachers.

http://www.vtc.ngfl.gov.uk
The Virtual Teacher’s Center. A link and search page to other websites. Fill in the three search columns: subject, age, and area of interest and see what it comes up with.

http://www.rayslearning.com
Shareware and Freeware are well worth a look.

 http://www.growing.com/skilss/english/esl_list.html
Articles about language, academic testing, games, grammar, job links, and more relevant links.

 

http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/links/ESL/Reading
5000 newspapers, simple versions of Shakespeare, 650 fables, daily messages, children’s stories, as well as links for students and teachers.

http://www.eli.ufl.edu/resources/links.html
Many links under various headings: general ESL, listening, reading, writing, vocabulary, grammar, and lesson plans

 
http://www.everythingesl.net
In-services, lessons, and resources in newsletter format.

http://www.readingonline.org
A journal of K-12 practice and research published by the International Reading Association.

http://www.edsanders.com/phonics.htm
A complete list of phonics rules

 

http://www.ncte.org
The National Council of English Teachers. Journals, articles, and jobs.

http://www.english-forum.com/teaching.html
Web site links and internet mailing lists.

http://www.efl4U.com
Free English lessons and worksheets to print.  More links.

 

http://www.coolclips.com
Free images of sports, food, history, and transport. They are useful for doing vocabulary exercises.

 

http://www.sil.org/ethnologue/top100.html
Information about languages, for example, how many words and speakers each language has.

 

While researching sample lesson plans on the web, Jean came across the website for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Their Education and Public Programs Division has made over 70 lessons plans available at the following address:

http://www.rockhall.com/programs/plans.asp
There is an interactive music museum in Seattle called The Experience Music Project:

http://www.emplive.com/

 

AND EVEN MORE…  (Couldn’t resist!)

 

www.usingenglish.com - more useful for teachers and researchers as it contain grammar terms, etc.

 

www.thesaurus.com - great for checking words, meanings, synonyms, antonyms, phrasal verbs, and idioms. Teachers can focus on one word each class (e.g. 'ice'). Students love to get a few idioms in class.

www.englis-to-go.com - recommended by Mark Stafinski - never prepare a class again!

www.selfaccess.com - learning site, not only forEFL.. They've even got plenty of IELTS stuff (we can't teach it, but we can refer people to a really useful site!)

 

www.teachingenglish.org.uk
http:// www.learnscope.flexiblelearning.net.au  - Applying technology to teaching.

www.blogger.com - how to set up a “blog” the great interactive teaching tool of the future!!

www.towerofenglish.com   - great website to get links to use-of-real-English opportunities.

http://www.authorplus.com/buy/index.htm   - if you want to buy software to make your own computer resources.

