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Teacher Pevelopment orum




Meeting Notes

What do you do in the first class?

26 July, 2004

Often the objective of the first class is:

· to assess the students’ real level

· to assess their preferred learning styles

· to get to know each other 

· to create a positive, supportive learning environment.

The idea of relationship building may be important in the first class. There are four main aspects that can be considered.

1. Space
Where are you in relation to the students? On a platform at the front? Sitting in a circle with them? How do you use space in the class? 

2. Giving and Receiving
Instilling in the students the idea of sharing ideas, information as well as doing pair and group work. Opening these channels between them.

3. Listening
Training them to listen to each other, not to always use the channel of the teacher.

4. Playful possibilities 

Exposing them to teaching activities that ma seem like games at first.
 A COUPLE OF IDEAS FOR ACTIVITIES

True / False Phrases

The teacher writes 5 phrases on the board about themselves (some are true, some are false). 

e.g.  for an intermediate class (phrases can be adapted to any level)

1. I was born in South Africa.

2. I am fond of cooking.

3. I can’t stand cats.

4. I can play the piano.

5. I have never been to the Summer Palace.

In pairs the students discuss which they think are true or false about the teacher. Then join pairs into fours and groups and re-discuss ideas. Teacher then elicits a few ideas and tells students the correct answers. You could let the students ask you questions during their initial discussion.

This activity could then be milked by asking the students to write their own phrases. They mustn’t write which are true or false! If they know each other tell them to make the phrases more obscure or subtle. Then they pair off and guess true or false and say why. Swap pairs and repeat.

The main rational behind this activity is to try out different dynamics in the class and get to know each other.

Here are the answers, what are the questions?

The teacher prepares cards with simple (often one word or a simple picture) answers. 

e.g.

Jean

Lynn

German

2

36

chilies

Students then guess the correct questions. The teacher can give clues when necessary.

Variation: 

Tell the students the next cards are about your brother. Repeat above activity. This gets them to practice: ”Does he…..?”

Also the answers could be written on the board. However, having made the cards you can use them time and again.

…..these are a few ideas to kick off with. 

First lesson cards

Buy some colored A4 card.  Cut each in half and draw the following pictures/symbols/words/numbers on them.  Hold up the card with your first name on it and tell students “This is the answer, what is the question?”  This should elicit “What is your name?”  

These are suggested answers and questions.  One answer can have many acceptable questions.

Jean



What is your name?

Mönnich


What is your last name?

Lynn



What is your middle name?

Chicago


Where are you from?

Michigan


What state are you from?

24



How many teeth do you have?

36



How old are you?

2 wedding rings

Are you married?

German


What nationality is your husband?

cat



Do you have a pet?

Singapore


Where is your cat from?

Japanese


What languages do you speak?

Deutsch

Español

Thai

Chinese

sushi



What is your favorite food?

durian



What is your least favorite food?

cockroach


What do you hate?

blue



What is your favorite color?

chili



What food don’t you like?

tae kwon do


What is your favorite sport?

October 17th, 1966

When is your birthday?

1

2

5



How many people are there in your family?

yes

no

