Classroom Uses of Cuisenaire Rods

	LEVEL
	LEXIS/ GRAMMAR
	USE

	IELTS/ BEC Preparation
	Language to describe trends (in charts and graphs)
	Sts interpret written notes about graphs using the rods. Also they can make graphs for each other and then talk about them. 

	BE
	Negotiating and persuasion; polite expressions
	Sts have 3-4 rods of different colours. They decide to collect just one colour and must negotiate with other sts to trade the ones they want.

	GE – all levels
	Questions (Who does this represent? etc); 
	In grps (at lower levels) or individually (as sts gain ability), rods can be used in discussion, to represent any organisation that has different levels.

	GE – lower levels
	To represent form in sentences and questions.
	Choose different lengths and colours of rods to represent the words in a sentence. Sts move them around to show how form changes in questions and short answers. This method of use is from the ‘Silent Way’ a language learning method pioneered in the 50’s/60’s (Caleb Gattegno).

	GE – all levels
	Highlight word stress
	Longer rods used to show the stressed syllables in words over shorter rods

	GE – all levels
	Rhythm
	Use rods in nursery rhymes to represent rhyme patterns.

	YL and some GE classes
	To represent any groups e.g. a street scene, animals on a farm etc
	Sts create scenes and therefore stories, which they then tell to other sts or are asked questions about.

	GE – all levels
	Articles
	This can be a teaching method or a review/ reminder. If you are teaching some preparatory info. should be given to sts. Put a pile of rods in the centre of the table. Ask sts to take “a red rod”, “the long, black rod”, “an orange rod” etc. If they take the wrong one don’t correct their mistakes. Instead repeat the instruction so st realises what’s wrong and works out the correct rod to take. Once they have the hang of it they then ask each other hopefully using correct articles.

	GE
	Colours plus light, dark, long, short
	One method: Pull rods individually from a box, repeat with problem colours and or those which aren’t pronounced correctly. Don’t ask for answers, let sts involve themselves at their own pace. Ask who's having problems or is confused and invite them to take your place as the others in the group call out different colours. Ideally they should decide if the pronunciation is correct. However you may want to stop them from taking a rod if the pronunciation is really off.  You also have to monitor for sts if they are taking the wrong colour. Perhaps they are allowed 3 errors before another st takes over.

	GE
	Colours – another method
	Place ten rods on the table in front of the box in order of size. Ask for a volunteer to help you. Explain that you're going to guess the colour of the rods without looking at them. The volunteer puts the rods one at a time in your hand and you "guess" the colour by feeling the shape and size of each. (If you have time practice this beforehand, if not, use the rods on the table as a guide.) Have the group correct you. You feel a rod, say the colour and the group says yes or no. When you get the colour right you put the rod down in front of you and look at it. By doing this you're providing a model for the learners to follow. Sts in prs/3’s have ten rods. Tell them to do the same as you. Younger learners (and some adults as well) will tend to cheat, so monitor this activity carefully to avoid bickering. If you see that an individual's having major problems with guessing the colour, point to the rods on the table in the front of the class and tell them to look at the different sizes when guessing.

	GE
	Colours and plurals
	A continuation from the above. Have ‘a black rod’ on the table. Now add another identical rod to. Elicit two black rods. Eventually sts should be identifying that plurals don’t require the indefinite article and need an ‘s’.

	GE
	Numbers
	Similar methods to those used for colours and articles are suitable. Can also be used to show fractions. Cuisenaire rods were originally devised as a method of teaching Maths.

	GE
	Confusing vocab.
	Use rods to represent commonly confused word pairs (for, since), (too, to), (where, were) in sentence constructions. 


