1.  UNCOUNTABLE NOUNS

Some English nouns usually cannot form a plural or be preceded by a, an or a number. Because they usually cannot be preceded by a number, such nouns can be referred to as uncountable. English uncountable nouns include:

a) nouns naming intangible things which normally cannot be counted:
e.g. honesty
      courage
      impatience
b) nouns naming tangible things which are thought of as substances:
e.g. butter
      milk
      sand
c) nouns naming groups of things which in English are referred to collectively:
e.g. furniture
      luggage
      news
d) names of languages:
e.g. English
      German
      Spanish
An uncountable noun takes a singular verb.
e.g. Honesty is a virtue.
      Butter tastes good.
      Furniture was provided. 
1.   The absence of a determiner before uncountable nouns

a. Making a general statement
In general statements, uncountable nouns are usually not preceded by determiners. The uncountable nouns in the following general statements are underlined.
e.g. Information is often valuable.
      Butter is fattening.
      Courage and honesty are admirable qualities.
      Sunlight and water are usually required for plants to grow.
b. Referring to something not mentioned before
In descriptions, uncountable nouns are generally not preceded by a determiner when naming something which has not been referred to previously.
e.g. Rain was forecast for the next day.
      However, thunder and lightning were not expected.
      Our breakfast consisted of bread, honey and marmalade.
In these examples, the uncountable nouns rain, thunder, lightning, bread, honey and marmalade are not preceded by determiners. It is assumed that the things referred to by these nouns have not been mentioned previously.
 
2. Countable and uncountable nouns have the following forms:
 Countable                            

uncountable
 a brand                              

advertising
 two brands                           

two advertisements
uncountable nouns take a singular verb.
 
Countable nouns                       
 
uncountable nouns
we have some new brochures.             
There is some brand awareness.
There are a lot of features.                
We did a lot of public relations work.
There weren’t many enquiries.             
There wasn’t much interest in the product.
We only have a few samples.             
There is a little stock left.
All our products are branded.             
One agency does all our advertising.
